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Mrs. Jimerson’s

AVID Exploratory Class

Room B-4
Course Description

AVID is a program that was created to prepare students in the academic middle for four-year college eligibility.  It has a proven track record in bringing out the best in students, and closing the achievement gap at many schools.  AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination and is offered in grades 4 through 12.
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is a college preparatory class  for students in the middle.  AVID ensures that middle school students succeed in rigorous curricula, enter mainstream activities in school, and increase their opportunities to enroll in four-year colleges. Developed in 1980 by Mary Catherine Swanson, AVID has seen steady growth throughout California, nationally, and internationally in the past 30 years. 
AVID’s New Mission Statement
“AVID's mission is to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society.”
Why all Students?
A common misconception about AVID is that we focus solely on minority and low-income students. Not at all! AVID is a college readiness system that starts in elementary school. We have a school-wide approach for elementary grades where AVID is available to ALL students. In middle and high school, we target a core population of students who enroll in an AVID elective class. As the system takes root in secondary schools, AVID gradually expands school-wide to serve all students. AVID Postsecondary continues to support students in their efforts to earn a college degree by developing the skills needed to persist in college. (www.avid.org)
Fast Facts

· More than 3,386 schools in 48 states and 15 foreign countries offer the AVID program. 
· More than 220,000 students have graduated from AVID programs. 

· 77 percent of AVID students were accepted to a four year college in 2008. 

· Approximately 14.8 percent of AVID students in California plan to attend a University of California (UC) campus. 

· Approximately 41.4 percent of AVID students in California plan to attend a California State University (CSU) campus. 

· Approximately 88 percent of AVID students complete the a-g requirements for UC and CSU.

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/ps/avidgen.asp) California Department of Education
Procedures

· Enter- all students must line up outside the door until I open it.

· Agenda-students must copy the information from the board.  All written instructions must be written in the Mountain View Middle School student planner.

· Warm-up-a writing prompt will be given to students and will be sue after attendance is taken.

· Restroom-I do not write out passes.  Students must use the “restroom pass” page in their planner.  I will sign the appropriate page once the date and time are entered by the student.

· Attendance-This is done first five minutes of class, before the lesson.

· Exiting-The bell NEVER dismisses students, I do.  You will be dismissed either row by row or section by section when the classroom is clean.

· Tardies-students who are not in their assigned seat when the bell rings are marked tardy.  A computerized phone call home is made for each tardy.

· Signal for Silence-the signal for silence is the time-out sign used in many sports.

August 11, 2010

Dear AVID parent/guardian,
Welcome to AVID!  The purpose of this class is to help your child prepare for college.  We focus on developing reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  All of these skills are important to have in order to succeed in rigorous classes.  Rigor is what drives children to challenge themselves to do their very best.  In an effort to create a structured learning environment, our class has agreed upon ground rules for the AVID classroom.

Every student has had an opportunity to read, discuss, and ask questions about the classroom rules and procedures.  In order for your child to be their best, it is important that you support our AVID program by reminding your student of the ground rules.   From time to time, children make mistakes and break the rules.  If this happens, I plan to handle the situation in a positive and nurturing manner.  

These rules are enforced daily and do not change for specific individuals.  Below is a list of classroom rules, positive consequences, and negative consequences:

1. Use respectful and appropriate language at all times.

2. Speak aloud when called upon or given permission.
3. Remain in your assigned seat until given permission to move.

4. Keep all hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

5. Eat, drink, or chew only with my permission.

Many positive consequences occur as a result of students following the classroom rules and procedures.  Sections that are on task get to line up to leave class first once the bell has rung.  I usually make positive phone call home, give students verbal praise, or written comments praise on homework assignments.  From time to time, exemplary work samples will be read aloud, with applause.  
Negative Consequences (5 Step Program)

1. Verbal Warning

2. Name on board

3. Check near name (Trash pick up)

4. Time out with a discipline essay

5. Referral to the front office

Our school schedule rotates each week.  Therefore, I will see your child every other day due to our A-day B-day 90 minute block periods.  Students earn grades for their effort and overall performance on various tasks.  These tasks include: daily warm-ups, daily Cornell-notes with summaries, weekly tutorial groups, discussions, homework, oral presentations and research reports, binder checks, monthly grade checks.

We begin each lesson with a warm-up, which is usually writing or listening activity that lasts 5 minutes.  Students then read and take notes for 20 minutes.  Next, the students work in tutorial groups for 40 minutes.   Finally, we summarize the lesson in a class discussion and the students write a summary of what they learned.  The discussion and summary usually takes 20 minutes. 

I assigned homework three nights a week, rarely on Fridays.  The assignments are due the next class period.  Student grades are based on a cumulative assessment of their overall performance in the class.  That means I add all points earned on every single assignment and divide by the total points possible.  
Once you have read this letter, please sign and date page 4 write down your contact information.  Thanks so much for your support.  If you have any questions please call (951) 571 4240 or e-mail me at ljimerson@mvusd.net.

Sincerely,

Mrs. L. Jimerson

Parent Involvement:  
How can I help the AVID program?

AVID Club
The purpose of this club is to raise funds for field trips.  This club is made up of students who are motivated to do more than just be in the class; they want to get involved and make a difference.  We need your help in organizing fundraisers and keeping students excited about being involved.  All meetings are held during lunch.  You are welcomed to come! More information will be sent home sent about this club.
-Box Tops for Education-send your box tops clippings to room B-4 and we earn money for our club.  It is an easy way to be involved!
-Fundraisers-help us set up booths at local vendors or at school.  More information will come after we elect club officers.
-Recycling-Bring end your plastic containers to room B-4 to help us raise money and be more kind to the environment.
Parent Nights
Come to our meeting once a month at 6:30 pm in the MPR.  We share updated information as we meet and greet one another in a friendly atmosphere.  Help us plan and organize these meetings  
Field trips
Chaperone our trips.  We have been to UCR and CSU San Bernardino so far.  Information will be sent home about this year’s trips!
Guest Speakers
Come talk to our classes about college and careers.  We have a career day in March but you can visit anytime throughout the school year.  Ask for an interest form.   
Student Name:____________________Grade level:____AVID period:_____

Parent Name (PRINTED):_________________ E-mail: or cell #____________________
I have read the attached parent letter and understand Mrs. Jimerson’s classroom rules and policies and agree to encourage my child to follow them.   ____yes  ____no

________________________________________        _______________

Parent signature





Date

**I would like to help with:_____________________ (Please send me more information)
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